172            LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
1905-1906 to whether they should accept the task of forming a Government or
Age sa-54 jggigj. on ^ Unionist Party remaining in office until after the
election. Some thought Mr. Balfour's resignation to be a cunning
attempt to place the Opposition at a disadvantage, and strongly
advised waiting. Campbell-Bannerman, with whom the decision
rested, never had any doubts. He was certain that any appearance
of shirking responsibility on tactical grounds would be bad and set
about making his plans, as soon as the end was in sight. Asquith
saw him in London on 13th November and discussed with him the
distribution of places in the Liberal Cabinet. It was arranged at
this meeting that he should be Chancellor of the Exchequer, and he
strongly urged that Sir Edward Grey should be Foreign Secretary
and Mr. Haldane Lord Chancellor. He came away with the impres-
sion that he had persuaded Campbell-Bannerman, who had first
thought of Lord Elgin, that Grey was the right man for the Foreign
Office ; but that the Woolsack was destined for Sir Robert Reid. At
this meeting Campbell-Bannerman himself raised the delicate
question of his going to the Lords, saying that it had been suggested
by " that ingenious person, Richard Burdon Haldane," but let it be
known that it would be " with reluctance and even with repug-
nance ?>1 that he would consent to take that step.
"What followed has been told in detail in Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannennan's biography,2 and it is only necessary here to deal with
the part that specially concerned Asquith. On the evening of
4th December, the day before the new Prime Minister was to MSB
hands, Sir Edward Grey went to his house in Belgrave Square and
definitely made the proposal which Campbell-Bannerman had
attributed to Haldane that he, the Prime Minister, should go to the
Lords and leave the leadership in the Commons to Asquith. It was
now much more than a suggestion, for Grey intimated that, if this
idea was unacceptable, he would not feel able to join the Govern-
ment, and it appeared that Haldane also took the same ground.
Campbell-Bannerman did not immediately close the door, but
reserved his decision until he could consult his wife who was to
return from Scotland on the evening of Wednesday, 6th December.
Her voice was at once and emphatically for " no surrender," and
on the following morning he informed Asquith that the proposal
was declined, but asked him to tell Grey that he might have the
Foraign Office, and Haldane the War Office, Before midday Grey
had declined this offer, and the deadlock seemed to be complete,
but later in the day the influence of old friends was brought to bear,
^* Autobiography of Margot Asquith, p. 67.              * Vol. H, Chap. 27.